Track Test
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The mission failed on the first attempt at
1:29. But now AC Schnitzer has upped the
ante. Chassis and tyres were replaced.

Everything seemed perfect for the
"fastest M2" record. Or did it?
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ISASTER! April 2025,
tuner AC Schnitzer
travelled to the

Sachsenring. With them:

a well-equipped BMW M2. With
enough power, a specially tuned
suspension setup and, of course, a
set of soft Michelin Cup 2 R tyres
from the Mercedes-AMG GT Black
Series in 285/35-19 all-round. The
goal was clear and achievable: to
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beat the Versus M2's 1:29.97
minutes and become the fastest M2
at the Sachsenring. Just as it had
been all the years before. But
anyone who studies AUTO BILD
SPORTSCARS closely knows how it
turned out. We reported on the
event in issue 6/25. The weather
was favourable and not too warm,
the performance was perfect, the
setup was also just right; only the

AMG tyres were a tad too narrow
in the end. In two important
corners where it's really fast and
you have to carry speed, the rear
always slipped slightly into
oversteer. Even with a few
corrections to the suspension and
brand-new tyres, the rear could
not be stabilised. The record
remained elusive, and our mouths
turned downwards accordingly.




Let's not get the wrong idea:
with a time of 1:30.60 minutes,
the tuned M2 was really fast. Ten
years ago, it would have landed in
the top five on our Sachsenring
hit list, which now includes over
800 vehicles. But the goal was
that elusive "29" after the one.
And so the Schnitzer team around
Roman Fenners only hung their
heads for a single day; the next

A Same number
plate, but a new
car for the second
attempt. This time,
Schnitzer came
with an M2 LCI

AC SCHNITZER
BMW M7

day, a new plan was already
written. And it focused primarily
on the problem areas where the
record had previously failed.

Once again, they called
suspension manufacturer KW.
And they decided to replace the
existing V3 coilover suspension
with a genuine racing
suspension, a

V4  Clubsport

including support bearings and
track control arms, for the rear
axle. With external
compensation reservoirs,
adjustable dozens of times in
compression and rebound. This
is very, very close to real
motorsport. And the tyres were
also reworked. Almost in the
literal sense. For the desired >>
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Track Test

Vv |t's incredible that
such a small BMW
M2 can achleve lap
times that are
otherwise only
possible for
significantly more
powerful super
sports cars

>> set of Michelin Cup 2 R tyres in
305/30 R 19 to fit, extensive
reworking of the fenders would
have been required. Then the new
Pirelli P Zero Trofeo RS was
discovered, which has recently
become available in other sizes in
addition to the Porsche and Ferrari
compounds. And after it became
known that this Trofeo RS had even
been used by BMW during the M2
CS Nordschleife record- , the
decision was made to switch to the
Italian tyres without further ado.

> Onthe first attempt,

-
the M2 sometimes

- stumbled alittle

’ - everythingis

~ Youhave to be more
. careful about track

' limits

. whendrivingwildly |
, over kerbs. With the |
' ; VA Clubsport, |

~_ extremely stable, |
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The choice fell on 295/30 R 20
all-round, which in theory should
leave enough air in the wheel arch.
Once mounted on the 10 x 20-inch
AC4 lightweight forged wheels,
however, the team realised that the
tyre was almost as wide as the Cup 2
R in 305. Somehow, though, the
tuner still managed to get the wheels
into the wheel arches without
rubbing. They didn't want to

extensively rework the bodywork, if
only because this time a brand-new
car was hidden behind the same
number plate (AC-M 2560). This is

recognisable, by the way, by the
new shade of red. The M2 from the
spring was painted Toronto
Red, while the new LCI model is
painted Fire Red.

In terms of the engine, they stuck
with the familiar performance kit
delivering 560 hp and 650 Nm.
Added to this is the four-pipe sports
exhaust system and the wusual
Schnitzer trim with front splitter,
winglets, side skirts, diffuser and
rear wing including Gurney flap.
Everything that makes it beautiful
and fast. In addition >>




Special
motorsport brake
ventilation hoses
were installed for
the test

They pulled out all the stops.
The back seat was removed for the track test.
Saving... wait for it... 25 to 30 kilograms

Under the bonnet,
everything is as
usual at AC
Schnitzer.

Great engine look
(567 euros) and
fresh data sets for
560 Instead of the
standard 480 hp.

The expansion tanks
of the KW V4
Clubsport coilover
suspension were
attached to the
struts in the engine
compartment.

Black gold! Pirelli
Trofeo RS tyresin
295/30R-20 all-
round. Wider than
the standard tyres
and, in combination
-with the suspenslon,
offering significantly
= == == == E ~ moregrip thanthe
— = = ; - = > 2 previous Michelln
= 2 - — > === ~Cup 2R tyres
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TECHNICAL DATA ‘

Engine type/supercharging

R6/biturbo

Installation position Front longitudinal
Engine capacity 2993 cm?
Bore x stroke 84.0x90.0 mm

, Compression 9.3:1
Power at 1/min 412 kW (560 hp)/6250
Power output per litre 187 hp/l

| Torque at min 650 Nmy5400

| kW (hp)/Nm E-Boost 2

|| Transmission Eight-speed automatic
Drive type Rear

‘, . 295/30 2R 20 -

295/30ZR 20
TRanTe Pirelli
P Zero Trofeo RS

| Dimensions L/WH 4580/2068*/1383 mm
Wheelbase 2747 mm
Unladen weight/payload 1731/424 kg
Tank/boot capacity 52/3901
0-100/0-200 km/h 3.7M.0s
Top speed 285 km/h (limited)
Fuel consumption/100 km 10.4 | Super Plus

| Base price €118,516

=4 " Width with exterior mirrors

"This must be how
It feelstowlnasa
motorsport team
boss!"says
Fenners (right)




Lap times Sachsenring

Test conditions

Track length: 3671 metres « Weather: 26 °C, sunny « Asphalt: dry

With the Trofeo RS tyres, you can corner with extreme precision and brake a

little later than before, but it's not like driving on rails. Despite the sensational
grip, the M2 retains a slight agility thanks to its superb suspension. That's a

good thing, because it adds driving pleasure to the best lap times.

Sachsenkurve

TIME
Sector 5
18.72s
18.51s

Queckenbergkurve

Highlights excerpt

1:24.87 min 1:29.54 min

1 (2023) 22 (2022)
Porsche 911 BMW M4
GT3 RS* CSL*

>> This time, the tuner also

removed the rear seat and
provided more cooling for the
brake system.

Then came payday,
unfortunately rather warm. I had
completed the warm-up lap with
the AMG's Cup 2 R tyres at
midday. The feeling was already
sensational.  The  suspension
makes the M2 a completely
different car. You can now fly
over kerbs much more casually,
the car doesn't sway anywhere,

TIME
Sector 1

AC Schnitzer M2 1:29.79 min
Versus M2 1:29.97 min

Sector 4

LAP TIME | TOP SPEED

240.3km/h
240.6km/h

Kleine Kuppe

1:29.79 min 1:29.97 min

25 (2025) 26 (2023) 27
AC Schnitzer Versus
M2* Performance M2*

Coca-Cola
Curve

TIME
Sector 4
21.59s
21.43s

TIME
Sector 2
23.68 s
24.08 s

| VW Curve |

TIME

Sector 3
16.64's

16.54s
1:31.18 min 1:33.55 min
(2024) 1 22 (2023)
AC Schnitzer BMW
M3 Touring* M2*

* Test vehicle on sports tyres; road-legal semi-slicks significantly improve lap times but are only suitable for everyday use to a limited extent

and oversteer in fast corners at is
a thing of the past, even with the
old tyres. Then back to the pits, let
the car cool down and out for the
last ten minutes before the track
closes.

It's fascinating how powerfully
and unrestrainedly the biturbo
six revs up into the red
zone. There's no
understeer in the
tight Omega, and
with the Pirellis
you can turn even

v Despite the warm
condttions on the
test day, the Pirelli
Trofeo RS (295/30 R
20 all-round) were
preheated to

80 degrees.

< Nothing was left
1o chance here.
Until shortly before
the hot lap, the M2
was jacked up with
heating blankets
ready to unleash.

more precisely and accelerate out
of the corners early. The fast
Waldmann right-hander is now
wide open! With the Trofeos, you
can feel like you're throwing down
the anchor even later. Despite the
immense speed, you can race
around the track in a much more
relaxed and easier manner. The
suspension and the Pirellis are the
key to success, which this time
finally appears on the display:
1:29.79 min. Congratulations! @

Conclusion

Guido
Naumann

—” Congratulations to

Aachen. AC Schnitzer is finally
in the select 29er Sachsenring
Club. In the top 30 out of over

800 cars. The package of fine

power plus, magic suspension
and sticky tyres works simply
sensationally!
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